SIERRA LEONE

IN discussing slavery questions in connection with
Sierra Leone, it is very necessary to distinguish
between the Colony of Sierra Leone, which is British
territory, and the British Protectorate of Sierra
Leone (seven times larger than the Colony), which
is not. Inasmuch as the soil of the Colony is
British, it follows that there has been no slavery in
the Golony since the coming into operation of the
Imperial Act of 1833. But when a great Power like
Britain takes an area under its "protection," the
area is not transformed into British territory, though
it becomes an area over which Britain exercises
jurisdiction, and for whose international relations
Britain becomes responsible. Thus disputes arising
in the protected area will be decided by British
courts, viz. the courts of the Protectorate, but not
necessarily in accordance with British law, save so
far as it has been specially applied to the protected
area.

It was in the territory outside the Colqny, namely,
the huge Protectorate, that all efforts to bring about
an abolition of slave-owning failed until 1928*

The Colony covers an area of approximately
4000 square miles, and is occupied by a population
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